Buy Mm

(Part wo of a five-part series
outlining the basics of state
contracting. Last week’s article

discussed vendor registration

with the State of Michigan.)

. Hundreds of Michigan com-
panies have expanded and diver--

sified their revenue stream with

government contract awards.

Each ‘year, Michigan govern-
ment buys a vast and diverse.

array-of goods and services val--

ued at more than $3 billion.

Even with the opportunity for -

additional revenue, many firms
hesitate venturing into govern-
ment contracting, citing signifi-.
cant barriers to
major factor.

Since 2003, the State of
Michigan has taken dramatic .

steps to reduce or eliminate
these barriers and to alleviate
this ‘rehictance. According to
Michigan = Department ..  of

Managerient and Budget (DMB) N

Director Lisa Webb Sharpe,
today's purchasing culture is.
open, fair and mmsparent.

“DMB wants to Buy Mmhlgan
First by doing business with our
companies,” she said. “By
spending Michigan's: dollars in

Michigan, we play a central role .

in creating ]ObS and driving
down the price tag of govern-
ment.”

In 2008, Gov.. Granholm
issued two executive directives

that are significant to state con- : -

tracting, The first directive pro-
hibits sole-source, no-hid con-

tracts, which results in compet-
itive bidding for every solicita- .

ton. The second directive gives

. preferences to Michigan firms
that bid on state contracts. As a
result of these directives, 85
percent of the state's purchases
are sold by Michigan firms,

“This practme creates a win-
win-win scenario,” said Sharpe.
“Government wins, Michigan
businesses win and taxpayers
win.”

Michigan is a “best value”
state with a centralized procure-

“ment system. DMB handles pur-
chasing on behalf of each state

‘state ‘contracting’ may’ start the
process by registering as a ven- |
dor, which was discussed in the.
Aug. -30-Sept. ‘5. issue of the.
Michigan Chronicle. The next
-~ and-
research; which DMB - leaders -

- say is crucial to wmnmg a state :
to entry as the ek :

T N ]

agency and manages a contract

‘portfolic of more than 2,200
contracts valued at more than
511.6 billion. Generally, DMB'

handles siolicitations valued at
$25,000 or more. Individual

ty to make theéir own purc
valued at 825,000 or more;
Companies: that-are-néw

step is . preparation
contract award.

Sean. Carlson, a DMB semor
deputy director who leads pro-

curement - for the -State of.

chh1gan, ‘encourages cotpa-
nies to use the web51te for their
research. -

“DMB's Doin'g'Busines's web-
site provides extensive informa-
tion about contracts and regis:
tration processes,” he said. “We
also encourage companiés fo
schedule a vendor and work
one-on-one with us. Companies
can arrange visits by callmg

.(313) 456-3609.”

Mlclngan compames mter--
ested in using the preparation
tools on the. Doing Business
website may follow these easy
steps:

Visit DMBS websrte at
-www.michigan. gov/do1ngbus1-

ness.

Select the “Selling to the.

11gan Fn'st
- State Contractmg 101

. “Compiete Contract Llst” and
state agencies have the.authori-" -

.mterest Th.IS lmk mcludes all

. needed by the state in the bld_

© marking the ‘site and remsmng :

tl.eS.': S

' DMB- -Outreach@michigan. gov,'__' :
-or call {313) 456-3609. s

State” link at the_-left --of tﬁé g
page.

From “guzck Lmks" at the-
right of the. page, note’ ‘the

active contracts, not only those
cur:rently up- for: b1d The list
offers a' snapshot- of what' the
state huys in each contract aréa
and is’ a great. startmg pomt.

F‘md contracts ' that match :
business capabilities and use
the “Freedom of Information Act
Requests” link to obtam co;nes-i
of the contracts the - winning
bid responses-and -other doci-.
ments to get a sense of c_ontract'
specifications and information

response,

Contact DMB w1th quest:ons
or to schedule a vendor visit."

Michigan firms are encour-’
ages to visit the website fre-
quently to view and bid on cur- - 3
rent solicitations. By book-

it weekly, firms will be ‘able to
avoid missed blddmg opportum-

For more mformatlon, emiail .

ASA HIGHER LEARNING
PREP SCHOOIL, = .. 4
“Preparmg your child for high academic ach1evement” :
Accelerated Preschool & Grade School
Ages 2 1/2 years — G yearsold - .-
*Full-day program eAffordable rates .
*Qualified, caring staff oSafe Envxronment

STRUCTURED ACADEMIC CURRICULUM.

Dance/Karate/Spanish/Drums also offered".
CAIL TODAY FOR A TOUR!

(313)341-1888. ..




